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GeoPlunge 2020 Tournament Dates

LEVEL 1
REGISTER HERE

DATES (play once, twice, three sessions, or the whole season, whatever you prefer): 

ÁOctober 20 (Tuesday): Focus is on states in the Eastern Time Zone

ÁOctober 27 (Tuesday): Focus is on states in the Central Time Zone

ÁELECTION WEEK – NO SESSION

ÁNovember 10 (Tuesday): Focus is on states in Mountain and Pacific Time Zones PLUS Hawaii and Alaska

ÁNovember 17 (Tuesday): Focus is on all the states

ÁJanuary Date TBD: State/District winning schools play schools from other states 

ÁFebruary Date TBD: Overall champion plays a team of U.S. geographers!

TIME: ALL SESSIONS WILL BE APPROXIMATELY 30 MINUTES AND WILL BEGIN AT 4:00 PM ET*

*If the time does not work, please contact us to discuss what alternatives might work for you.

https://forms.gle/MnpHWqqyEnqq5n7L9


GeoPlunge 2020 Tournament Logistics

LEVEL 1
REGISTER HERE

ÁPlayers will log-in to Zoom at the 4:00 tournament time using a Team name that will be pre-assigned

ÁOnce they log-on, they will receive a PIN for the Kahoot! game. 

ÁUsing the PIN, they will log into Kahoot! with a phone or another device and they will use that device to vote.

ÁEach 30-minute session will consist of 25 questions from easy-to-learn games
(see the following pages for details on how each game will be played):

Á 6 State IQ

Á 6 Dashing States

Á 6 BorderUp

Á 6 Play the Ranks

Á The last question will be a fun trivia question

Everyone is a winner just by playing and having fun while learning and each player will receive a GeoPlungeCertificate. 

Each week we will recognize at least the top 3 scoring teams and schools. 
We crown a team champ and a school, library or rec center as tournament champ from those that play the whole season.

The champs from each state or District will move onto to our January Tournament of Champions! 
The winner of the January tournament will face-off in February against real geographers.

https://forms.gle/MnpHWqqyEnqq5n7L9


ROUND 1 -- STATE IQ 
Sample Question on Next Page

How to Play: 
ÅWe give 2 clues åthe first letter of the capital and 1 border state
Å The students guess the state from 4 options given

What students need to know:
Å States/capitals
Å Border states
Å7®í« B= sp ®rk· ¯«k ^ {^§ ^« ^ ªk«~¯ªgk µrszk §z^·s|qÏ f¯® s®í« ^ ª^gk «~ ®rk {~ªk 

they know, the faster they can go!

Free study resources: 
Å Our =si«í \~|k has flashcards covering each state 

broken down by time zone
Å Click here for downloadable maps

https://www.learningplunge.org/kids-zone/
https://www.learningplunge.org/map-resources/


SAMPLE STATE IQ QUESTION



ROUND 2 – DASHING STATES
Sample Question on Next Page

How to Play: 
ÅWe show 4 numbered state map cards with 1 state colored in red on each card
Å The students choose the option that places the states in alphabetical order correctly

What students need to know:
ÅWhere the states are on the map
Å7®í« B= sp ®rk· ¯«k ^ {^§ ^« ^ ªk«~¯ªgk µrszk §z^·s|qÏ f¯® s®í« ^ ª^gk «~ ®rk {~ªk 

they know, the faster they can go!

Free study resources: 
Å Our =si«í \~|k has flashcards covering each state 

broken down by time zone
Å Click here for downloadable maps
Å Our App called GeoPlunge åDashing States can be found in the App store. 

Students can play for free if they do not use the timing feature.

https://www.learningplunge.org/kids-zone/
https://www.learningplunge.org/map-resources/


SAMPLE DASHING STATES QUESTION



ROUND 3 – BORDER UP
Sample Questions on Next Pages

How to Play: 
ÅWe show 4 state cards
Å Students will have several options:
üN®¯ik|®« gr~~«k ^ êµs||s|q qª~¯§ë ~p Á «®^®k« µrkªk ¿ «®^®k f~ªikª« ®rk ~®rkª À 
üPrs« ~§®s~| s« g~ªªkg® B@>Y sp ®rkªk s« x¯«® ~|k µ^· ®~ p~ª{ ^ êµs||s|q qª~¯§ë

üBM sp ®rkªk s« {~ªk ®r^| ~|k µ^· ®~ p~ª{ ^ êµs||s|q qª~¯§ë §sgy ®rk ê?BM/ P6"@ B@/ë ~§®s~|
üBM sp ®rkªk s« |~ êµs||s|q qª~¯§ë §sgy @B@/

What students should know:
ÅWhere the states are on the map 

(the border states are listed in the question, but it could be useful to have a map as an added visual)
Å7®í« B= sp ®rk· ¯«k ^ {^§ ^« ^ ªk«~¯ªgk µrszk §z^·s|qÏ f¯® s®í« ^ ª^gk «~ ®rk {~ªk ®rk· y|~µÏ ®rk p^«®kª 

they can go!

Free study resources: 
Å Click here for downloadable maps

https://www.learningplunge.org/map-resources/


SAMPLE BORDER UP QUESTION – Here there is only 1 way to form a “winning group”



SAMPLE BORDER UP QUESTION – Here there is more than 1 way to form a “winning group”



ROUND 4 – PLAY THE RANKS

How to Play: 
ÅWe are playing the role of the opposing team. 
Å Our clue will include the following information, but we will not show 

a state card face-up:
o Whether we are playing 1 or 50
o The name of the state we are playing
o The ranking category of Statehood, Population or Size

Å This game involves strategy so the right answer will be the best card to play å
not necessarily the best card in the hand



ROUND 4 – PLAY THE RANKS
Sample Question on Next Page

What students should know:
Å The students have to know the Statehood, Size and Population rankings or have a 

resource on hand where they can quickly look up the information. We have a 
ªk«~¯ªgk s| ~¯ª =si«í \~|k åsee below.

Free study resources: 
Å7p «®¯ik|®« µ^|® ®~ zk^ª| ®rk ª^|ys|q«Ï ®rk s|p~ª{^®s~| s« g~|®^s|ki s| "*+í« ~p 

States in our =si«í \~|k. Note population rankings are based on when the 
cards were printed.

Å EXAMPLE:We will not show New Hampshire face -up. 
This is the information we give: 
New Hampshire, Statehood, Playing closest to 1

o So the right answer would be a card where Statehood is 
closer to 1 than New Hampshire. 

o If there is more than one option where Statehood is 
closer to 1, the correct answer will generally be the one 
that is closest to New Hampshire (9 in this case).

https://www.learningplunge.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Resource_List-of-State-Ranks.pdf


SAMPLE PLAY THE RANKS QUESTION

MD is the 
right answer 
because 7 is 
closer to 1 
than the card 
played, and 
you can keep 
New Jersey 
for later

This is not the 
right answer 
because you do 
not need to play 
this card to win 
^|i s®í« ^ q~~i 
card to keep for 
later since it has 
statehood and 
population close 
to 1!

Both OH and FL lose because their 
Statehood numbers are greater than NH

Students should know that NH 
ranks 9th in statehood or have a 
resource handy to look it up.



W/íM/ 6/M/ PB 6/>J

We are happy to walk you through the 

games or answer any other questions.

REGISTRATION LINK

Contact us any time! 

Robin G. Hayutin

Executive Director

LearningPlunge Inc.

571-216-7712

info@learningplunge.org

Join us for one of our training calls.
Dates and times are listed on our website

https://forms.gle/MnpHWqqyEnqq5n7L9
mailto:info@learningplunge.org
https://www.learningplunge.org/virtual-tournaments/

